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SAFETYGRAM

Sep 06

Night Flying

   The midnight sun has disappeared and the time has approached when night flights do not require midnight departures, so lets toss out some food for thought on night flying.  Here are 10 tips for night flying compiled by the Texas Department of Transportation Aviation Division:


1. Arrive early and preflight the airplane in daylight.


2. Don’t bring a flashlight; bring two.


3. Organize the cockpit prior to takeoff so you aren’t trying to find things in the dark.


4. Be familiar with procedures for radio, alternator and electrical failures.  You won’t enjoy reading the pilot’s handbook by flashlight.


5. Practice locating and operating cockpit controls and switches with your eyes closed.


6. Review tower light gun signals (14CFR 91.125).  There’s a flashing green light on short final – what do you do?


7. Use your flashlight to check engine gauges.  It’s no excuse to fly along without oil pressure just because the gauges are poorly lit.

8. Remember: taxiways are blue, runways aren’t.


9. Practice night proficiency landings with the landing light off (occasionally).


10. On a ‘pilot-controlled lighting’ runway, click the lights again when turning final.  Having the lights go out during your flare is a poor way to end your flight.

   Additional common advice for night landings:


-  Don’t look down where the landing light is pointing.  Instead focus your vision at the end of the runway.


-  When the far runway lights appear to be rising above the airplane, begin your flare.


-  With peripheral vision, use the runway edge lights as your artificial horizon.


-  Continue a normal flare until the airplane settles between the lights and onto the runway.

   These are all good tips, at night just like daytime you have to ‘fly the aircraft’ until you have it secured in the chocks.  Since your vision is greatly diminished at night remember to taxi on the yellow line and keep extra vigilance for obstacles.  And that taxi/landing light?  Be considerate and don’t shine it into other pilot’s eyes.

   Remember, in addition to your FAA requirements; review the following AFMAN night flight requirements as well.    

Night Flight.  The following shall not be performed at night:

· Aerobatics.

· Unusual attitudes, stalls, approach to stalls, or flight at minimum controllable airspeed, except as required by an FAR Part 141 approved syllabus of instruction, with an instructor that is qualified to act as PIC under instrument conditions in the aircraft used for the flight.

· Operations at airports without runway lighting. 

· Visual or non-precision approaches to runways outside the local training area without visual glide path guidance.

· Simulated emergency training, to include forced landings, except to lighted runways.

· Flight outside the local area unless the flight is operated under IFR, or the flight is required to be conducted under VFR by an approved syllabus of instruction and the instructor is qualified to act as PIC under instrument conditions in the aircraft used for the flight.

· Local VFR night flight; unless the pilot has logged at least 50 hours as PIC and maintains visual contact with an airport approved for night operations or holds a current instrument rating.

· Simulated night instrument practice in the local area unless a second pilot, with night currency in the aircraft being flown is onboard as a safety observer and has access to the flight controls.

Night adds a degree of risk to any flight and using all available tools will help offset that additional risk and keep the night flyer safe.  The night flying “tips”, FAA requirements, and guidance in the AFMAN are some of the tools available.  Use them at night to……

FLY SAFE!
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